
Warming
up to a
4-way?
Social media polls are

fun, but not scientific
creatures by any stretch.
For nearly six days late

last week and ending
Monday, The Press con-
ducted its second online
survey to test the commu-
nity’s appetite for chang-
ing the traditional
three-color traffic light at
Main and Gum streets to
a four-way stop.
Our online poll was

conducted for six days at
The-Press.com and on
Facebook. Social media
comments were not
counted in this poll, but
106 were received at our
Facebook page. There
were 977 official poll re-
sponses, which was con-
siderably more than when
a similar survey was con-
ducted in the same fash-
ion in November with
regard to the same sub-
ject. In the earlier poll, 79
percent of the respon-
dents prefered a traffic
light while 20 percent fa-
vored a stop sign. This
time, the poll showed
nearly a 20-point move-
ment toward acceptance
of the four-way. The poll
was taken just days after
a more than two-week
temporary trial run at the
intersection with the traf-
fic light turned off and a
four-way stop deployed.
Be aware that this poll

was open to everyone.
Aunt Matilda in Vermont
could have cast a vote one
way or another. Indeed,
the poll had respondents
from the Dominican Re-
public and Malawi. What
stake folks in those far
reaches of the globe have
in the traffic light in Mar-
ion escapes us, but we
counted their votes just
the same.
The poll, however, does

generate a great deal of
local answers, and it’s a
fair bellwether for how
people feel about the fu-
ture of the town’s busy
intersection.
State highway engineers

will be deciding at some
point what do at the
crossroads. They say that
busier intersections in
western Kentucky are
regulated by stop signs so
it wouldn’t be a radical
move to switch to a flash-
ing red light here. Senti-
ment remains strong
against it, but the needle
has moved a strong meas-
ure after seeing it in ac-
tion.
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town hall meeting 
to meet candidates
Shady Grove Fire Department
will be the first stop in a series
of local Town Hall Meetings
being orchestrated by Critten-
den County Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom and community
leaders. Next Thursday, March 3
at 6 p.m., nearly 20 candidates
for county offices will be fea-
tured. The event is open to
everyone in the county. In the
coming weeks, more Town Hall
Meetings will be held at Mat-
toon Fire Department, Caldwell
Springs Fire Department, Tolu
Community Center and the
Lions Club building at the fair-
grounds in Marion.

Daylight saving time 
just around corner
Daylight saving time 2022 is
just around the corner. The af-
ternoon will get an extra hour
beginning Sunday, March 13.
Daylight Saving Time lasts until
Nov. 6.

Be prepared for delay
with irs tax refunds
The Internal Revenue Service

expects delays processing 2021
tax returns and sending re-
funds. The IRS says most re-
funds are issued within 21 days
of the return being filed. But
this year it could take longer
than that, for a few reasons.
The agency is so far behind on
2020 returns that millions have
still not been processed, partly
due to errors made by the tax-
payer and those with Recovery
Rebate Credit amounts being
corrected by the IRS. The
agency also recorded over 2
million amended returns last
year, and is still processing
some corrections for people
who paid too much in unem-
ployment insurance taxes in
2020. The agency says it’s
short-staffed, and that staff is
dealing with COVID-related tax
changes like the third economic
impact payments and child tax
credit payments. All of that
takes time to verify.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden-Livingston Water
District will meet at 4 p.m.,
Monday, Feb. 28 at Deer Lakes
meeting room.
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court
will meet in special session at
8:30 a.m., on Friday, March 4 at
the courthouse.
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Crittenden gets ahead
of state tax adjustment
STAFF REPORT
Cooperation between the Crittenden County

Clerk’s office and the Crittenden County Prop-
erty Valuation Administrator is helping local
taxpayers avoid higher payments for vehicle
registration and property tax on their cars.
For the rest of this week, Crittenden Coun-

tians renewing vehicle tags and paying 2022
motor vehicle taxes should first visit the PVA
office downstairs at courthouse to have the
value of their car, truck or SUV lowered to its
2021 value. The state will start doing the
same thing next week, but Crittenden officials 

See TAXES/page 12

A police cruiser blocks traffic from a diversion crossing at a creek on KY 91 North last Thursday.
The highway was reopened Monday after crews spent all weekend working to restore the tempo-
rary creek crossing. The diversion road was built so a new permanent bridge can built there.

STAFF REPORT
Traffic on KY 91 North re-

turned to some normalcy
Monday after a temporary
bridge was repaired just
north of town, but the high-
way may continue to see re-
duced traffic thanks to
Mother Nature.
An already swollen Ohio

River will continue to rise
with this week’s heavy rains
which will affect operation of
the Cave In Rock Ferry.
KY 91 is typically brisk with

commerce emanating from
southern Illinois, but the
trade route was disrupted late
last week when a temporary
diversion road washed out.

The temporary creek crossing
was built a few weeks ago to
handle traffic while a new
permanent bridge is consc-
tructed by a state contractor.
Flash flooding last Thursday
undermined the diversion
road, rendering it impassable. 

Chances are the Cave In
Rock Ferry will be closed by
the time you read this article.
As of Tuesday, the river was
projected to reach levels that
would cause the ferry to stop
running this week and be
closed well into next week as
the river is projected to crest
at 47.3 feet on next Thursday.
Gayla Davidson at the Cave

In Rock Ferry office in Hardin
County, Ill., said she’d al-
ready been getting lots of
phone calls about the bridge
washout. Now, the river may
idle the ferry, adding to the
transportation woes between
Kentucky and Illinois for days
to come.

Rain, rising rivers creating
travel woes across county

SURVEY
SAYS

After three weeks of
testing a four-way
stop at Main and
Gum what type of in-
tersection would you
prefer?
Leave the typical
3-color traffic light

598      61%
I like the 4-way stop

359     37%
Still unsure 20     2%

Poll conduct Feb. 16-21

Fohs upgrade
key to future
of historic
civic center
BY BRENNAN CRUCE
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS
In 1926, Julius Fohs dedi-

cated and presented Fohs Hall
to the citizens of Marion as a
civic and cultural center, and
in 2022 it’s still fulfilling its
benefactor’s dream.  
The installation of a brand

new $50,000 sound and light
system, obtained through
fundraising efforts, goes to
show just how important this
historic venue is, and it’s also
a signal of big things to come.  
“We feel like we’re finally

going to meet the vision of
what Julius Fohs had for this
building,” said Alan Stout as
he addressed a crowd of about
450 at the Old Kentucky
Hayride show a couple of

weeks ago. “The goal was to
have a light and sound system
to where traveling acts don’t
have to bring as much equip-
ment with them.”   
Stout, the driving force be-

hind the $50,000-plus up-
grades, has served as a board
member of Fohs Hall, Inc., for
40 years and is the current
president. It’s interesting to
note, he is the last original

board member to still serve on
the board of directors.
New advancements to the

auditorium have the potential
to take the 96-year-old audi-
torium to the next level as a
performing arts center, but
the old feel has been retained. 
That’s an important detail

that installer Cam Lasley 

See SOUND/page 11

Local sound system expert Kent Wilcox monitors and adjusts the
new sound at Fohs Hall during the Old Kentucky Hayride earlier
this month at the communtiy center.

If you have already renwed your vehicle tag and
paid 2022 taxes on it, the state will be issuing an au-
tomatic refund, but it will take several months for that
to process.
Lawmakers in Kentucky were about to pass legis-

lation to reduce taxes on vehicles when Gov. Andy
Beshear stepped in and did it last week with an ex-
ecutive order. The governor is also pushing for a re-
duction in sales tax from six percent to five percent.

High Water Road Closings
At press time, Cool Springs,

Enon Church, Providence, Eliza-
bethtown Ferry, River Drive, Mon-
roe Wesmoland, Charlie May and
Phin Croft roads were closed for
high water. More road closings
were anticipated due to heavy
rains.



Hasler 
James Richard Hasler, 

Jr., 67 of Marion, died 
Wednesday, Feb. 16, 
2022 at Parkview Nurs-
ing Home in Paducah. 

He was born March 12, 
1953 in Salt Lake City, 
Utah to the late Rose-
mary Snow and James 
Richard Hasler Sr. 

He was a 
c h e m i c a l 
e n g i n e e r 
and spe-
cialized in 
process de-
sign. He 
was in-
volved in 
Boy Scouts 
of America most of his 
life. He was a member of 
The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints and served faith-
fully his entire life.   

Surviving are his wife 
of 45 years, Bridget 
Hasler of Marion;. a 
daughter, Patience 
Yvonne Hasler of Nash-
ville; and three sons, 
James Richard (Jaime) 
Hasler III of Riverside, 
Calif., Phillip Wood (Aun-
naley) Hasler of Louisville 
and Bryan Duran (Step-
hanie) Hasler of Nampa, 
Idaho; five sisters, Esther 
Swain, Bonnie Hasler, 
Mary Ann Gillispie, all of 
Frankfort, Karma Maples 
of Hampstead, N.C., 
Sandy Boyce) Fitzgerald 
(of Lehi, Utah; two 
brothers, Sidney (Susan) 
Hasler of Wilsonville, 
Ore., and David (Holly) 
Hasler of Lexington; and 
eight grandchildren, 
James, Brooklyn, Char-
lie, Vivian, Genevieve, 
William, Hailey and Elise. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Feb. 19 at 
Vanover Funeral Home in 
Clay with President Pat-
rick Wright officiating.   
Burial was in Oak Grove 
Cemetery in Blackford, 
Ky. 

Memorial contributions 
can be made to Oak 
Grove Cemetery, 296 
state Route 143 N, Clay, 
KY 42404. 

Harris 
Carroll Wayne Harris, 

69, of Salem, died Sat-
urday, Feb. 19, 2022 at 
Baptist Health Paducah. 

He was born July 29, 
1952 at his home near 
Lola, to William Harold 
“Preacher” and Mary Sue 
Watson Harris.  He was a 
retired heavy equipment 
operator for the state of 
Kentucky and was a 
farmer.  He was raised in 

New Union “Ditney” Gen-
eral Baptist Church and 
attended Free Will Biker 
Church.  

Surviving are a son, 
Matthew Wayne Harris of 
Paducah; three siblings, 
Harold Gene (Jeannie) 
Harris, Vonda Sue (Billy) 
Todd and David Wayne 
(Tina) Harris, all of Lola; 
a special friend, Greta 
Riley; and several grand-
children. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Feb. 23 at 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services.  
Burial will follow in New 
Union Cemetery. 

Workman 
Ted Workman, 89, of 

Marion died Sunday, 
Feb. 13, 2022 at Western 
Baptist Hospital in Padu-
cah. He was born in Liv-
ingston County Nov. 7, 
1932, to Marvin and 
L e o n a 
(Johnson) 
Workman. 

A lifelong 
farmer, he 
was ded-
icated to 
r a i s i n g 
quality Red 
Angus cat-
tle and in recognition of 
his commitment, he was 
named the first “Out-
standing Livestock Pro-
ducer,” by the Crittenden 
County Chamber of Com-
merce in 1982. 

A quiet man, who daily 
expressed his thankful-
ness for his many bless-
ings, he always helped 
anyone he could, never 
wanting to draw atten-
tion to himself. 

He is survived by his 
wife Martha “Marty”; 
three sisters Betty 
(Sylvan) Belt, Pearl (Wil-
liam) Byarley and Nancy 
(James) Byarley, all of 
Marion; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

Those also treasuring 
his memory are his step-
daughters Karen Fore-
manand Kellie (Daniel) 
Tomita and their fam-
ilies. 

Services were Sat-
urday, Feb. 19 at Myers 
Funeral Home with John 
Dunn officiating. Pall-
bearers were Chad Rob-
erts, Tate Roberts, Cody 
Travis, Daniel Tomita, 
Andrew Lockard and 
Robert Fouquet. Serving 
as honorary pallbearers 
are Alex Maynard and 
Butch Travis. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by two brothers, 
Sidney and Lyle. 
Paid obituary 

Brower 
Janet Brower, 68, of Mar-

ion, died Tuesday, Feb. 15, 
2022 at her home.  

She was born in Indiana 
in 1954. She worked as a 
purchaser 
at Siemen’s 
Railways in 
Marion. 

Surviving 
are three 
c h i l d r e n , 
A m a n d a 
G r e g o r y , 
Larry Kline 
and Jason 
Gregory; two siblings, Mi-
chael Eugene Brower and 
Debra Kay Brower; and six 
grandchildren, Kalysta Sue 
Jones, Lindsey Myers, An-
drew Kline, Triston Gabriel 
Martin, Austin Kole Martin 
and Adalee Belle Martin. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Richard and 
Leonna Brower; and a sister, 
Jerri Lee Brower. 

A private family service 
will be held at a later date. 

Lindsey Funeral Home is 
charge of arrangements.  

Holloman 
Phyllis Gayle Harris 

Holloman, 77, of Salem, 
died Tuesday, Feb. 22, 
2022 at Salem Spring-
lake Health and Rehabili-
tation Center. 

She loved to play 
cards, garden, go to auc-
tions and camp. She was 
especially fond of the 
color purple and good 
food. 

Surviving are three 
daughters, Renee 
(Jimmy) Williams  of 
Lola, Lisa Bentley of Car-
lyle, Ill., and PeeWee (a 
Williams of Lola; one son, 
Marty Harris of Salem; 
two sisters, Charlotte 
Jones of Lola, Caddy 
Damron of Paducah; two 
brothers, Elmer Damron 
and Ronnie Damron, 
both of Paducah; 12 
grandchildren, Ryan 
York, Autumn Harris, 
Brittany Day, Quaid 
McDowell, Kayla Clay-
brooke, Summer Wring, 
Paige York, Jada Wil-
liams, Robbie Hunt, Riley 
Hunt, Jenny Orange and 
Jessica Pierson; 13 great-
grandchildren, Emily 
York, Hunter York, Brody 
Samuels, Landyn Clay-
brooke, Ethen Clay-
brooke, Adam 
Claybrooke, Jr., Kaden 
Quertermous, Waylon 
Wring, Madilynn Wring, 
Aiden Hunt, Paysen Pier-
son, and Taylyn Pierson. 

She was preceded in 
death by husbands, 
David Harris and Jerry 
Holloman; a son, David 
Harris, Jr., a sister, 
Tammy Damron; two 
brothers, David Damron 
and Jimmy Damron; and 
her parents, Ralph and 

Pauline (Gilland) Dam-
ron. 

There will be no serv-
ices. Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors was in charge of 
arrangements. 
Paid obituary 

Walls 
Paula Sue Walls, 62, of 

Salem, died Thursday, 
Jan. 27, 2022 at Deacon-
ess Gateway Hospital in 
Evansville. 

She was born in Dexter 
Sept. 13, 1959 to Rex 
and Norma Elkins Chad-
wick.  She was a friendly 
God fearing lady who had 
a great sense of humor 
and enjoyed “picking on 
you.”  Planting flowers, 
walking, driving and 
going to yard sales were 
among her favorite past 
times.  Her granddaugh-
ter was very special to 
her. 

Surviving are her hus-
band of 35 years, Timo-
thy R. Walls; two sons, 
James Christopher Walls 
and B. J. (Micaela) Walls, 
both of Salem; two 
brothers, James S. Chad-
wick of Dexter and Ricky 
Chadwick of Kirksey; and 
a grandchild, Bailee 
Walls. 

She was preceded in 
death by her sisters, 
Donna Kay and Teresa 
Chadwick; and her par-
ents. 

Memorial services will 
be held at 1 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 26 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from noon, 
until the memorial hour, 
in the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services.   
Paid obituary 

Croft 
Kenneth Robert Croft, 

64, of Salem, died Tues-
day, Feb. 15, 2022 at 
Salem Springlake Health 
and Re-
h a b i l i t a -
tion. 

He was 
born Sept. 
27, 1957 to 
K e n n e t h 
and Ida La-
r e n e 
W a t e r s 
Croft in Louisville. He 
had worked for Ingram 
Barge as a First-Mate for 
16 years, as well as Mar-
quette Transportation.   
He enjoyed fishing, driv-
ing in the country, visit-

ing amusement parks, 
and watching fireworks 
on the 4th of July.   He 
was a very generous man 
to his family and 
friends.     

Surviving are his 
mother, Ida Croft of 
Salem; two sisters, Linda 
(John) Uland of Eliza-
beth, Ind., and Bonnie 
(Dan) Klueber of Louis-

ville; and a nephew, 
Jason Klueber. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Ken-
neth Ray Croft. 

Funeral services were 
Friday, Feb. 18 at Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services.  Bu-
rial was in Salem Ceme-
tery. 
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&dignity

affordability.
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We offer one of our most popular caskets 
together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
had in mind, for much less than you would have expected—just one of 
the many ways you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Burial Services 
Starting at 
$5,850*
• Professional Services
• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
•  Same Day Visitation  
and Funeral Service

•  Memorial DVD and 
Webcasting

212 East Main Street • Salem, Kentucky

270-988-3131
BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Serving our families since 1902

*Some cash advance items additional



Radar
Nicholas-LeAnn 

Johnson

Sox
Crissy Williams

Daisy May
Heather Rose Lynch

Ginger, Doc & 
Jingle

Ashley Wisdom Morries

Easy
Leslea Barnes

Ted, Ford, 
Poppy, 

Chezney 
& Charlie
Richard Orr

Drake
Ashley Croft

Dozer
Erin James

George
Shannon Elizabeth 

Kuhns

Ford
Richard Orr

Motherhood
Florence Williams

Ariel
Sarah 
Long-Tinsley

Cooper
Brad Walton

Stormi & Jaxon

River
Kaitlin Atwell Josie Wales

Kayla Polanec

Snickerdoodle
Willa Suggs

Smokey Joe
Willa Suggs

Bravo
Thomas Potter

Jasper
Kylie Collins

James
Daelynn Hardin

Houdini
Johnny Crider

Hodor
John Shofner

Scrappy
Danny Stoner

Bailey
Katrina Hake

Harley Sue
Kelsey Simpson

Capone
Melissa Ann Todd

Bella
Jason and Tana 

Williamson

Bear
Kacey Nesbitt

Sophie
Margie Russelburg 

Sauer

Ash
Keifer Marshall

Hallie Marie
Alice-Rocky Walker

Cookie
Wisdom Morries 

Ashley

Duke
Vicki Burris

Bandit, Isabel & 
Lexie

Stella Rose
Tammy Harmon Beard

Toby
Brad Walton

Maddie
Brian Croft

Sammy
Katalina Leneave

Mavis
James Duncan

Bo
Shearri AdamsSheree Hardesty Dog

Shadow
Kate Kerley

Kate Kerley Cats

Effie
Holy Fuller

Pets on Parade
February 24, 2022
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Toby, Tori  & Tippie
Kat Gabby Beverly

Barkley
Holly Fuller



PussPuss
Scott Tabor

Skippy
Linda Bennett

Stormy Blu
Steph York

Oakley
Shelby Brown

Pepper
Tiffany Brown

Princes
& Boomhauer
Tammy Harmon 
Beard

Sammy Lynn 
Melissa Hendrickson

Rue
Donna Binkley 

Bebout

Sadie Mae
Shari’
Finstad-
Copple

Racer
Melody Tabor

Teal, Tuck & Tess
Tammy Harmon Beard

Darla
Kody Collns

Stella Guess Cat

Oliver
Kristi Beavers

Travis
Timmy Todd

Venny Vegas
Laurie Meeks

Oscar
Melissa Shewcraft

Rocky
Kylie Collins

Sassy
Destiny Maynard

Sparky
Kat Gabby Beverly

Tootie
Felicia Jones

Ketchup
Sydni Barnes

Maggie &
Mooford

Marie
Sandy Gilland

Luna
Lexie Abra Millikan

Toby & Rezza
Leslie Stinnett

Theo
Brandy Hyde

Oakley
Clay Stevens

Nori Jo
Crissy 

Wheeler-Williams

Tigger
Kacey Nesbitt

Baby
Kathy Fox

Marlie
Tiffany Blazina

Luna & Valentino

Muffin
Vicie Hinchee

Moxie
Ketrina Marie Myers

Molly & Woody
Nelson Jennings

Louise & Thelma
Patricia Veid

Silvie Brooks 
Mathis

Teresa Mathis

Shadow
Kayla Polanec

Mollie & Sweetie

Miss Fancy
Nancy McQuarrie

Sassy
Connie Anderson

Scout
Kody Collins

Miss Dot Dot
Tiffany Brown

Little John Henry
Debbie Paulson

Roscoe
Christie  Silcox Hughes

Meesha, Matumbae 
& Mazzy

Christy Moss

Little Fella & Ninja
Crissy

Wheeler-Williams

King
Jo McAlister

Lilly
Tammy 
Byron 
Jasis

Max
Kay Kirby

Minnie Pearl
Carolyn Bet

Boots
Katy Curry Conner

Finn
Kylie Collins

Ralphie
Becky Fornear
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Henry
Ashley Croft

Bill & Colt
Stacie Hearell Knox

Tiny
Ann Lynn

Adoption
Special

25% OFF 
all adoptions
thru Feb. 28

for all approved 
adopters!

For more information
call the shelter at

(270) 965-2006,
stop by at

24 Just-A-Mere Rd.
in Marion, email us at

maryhallshelter@yahoo.com
or message us on

facebook.

Your pet. Your companion.
Your best friend.

A special bond should be
memorialized in a special way.

We think pets are family members too.
That’s why we offer cremation for pets. If you are

close to your pet, please remember us when
the time comes. After all, pets are family too.

Andrew Fox - Owner and Pet Services Director

212 East Main Street • Salem, KY 42078 • 1-888-417-PETS
www.lovingpawspetcremation.com

Loving paws 1/24/12 2:01 PM Page 1

Daisy Duke and 
her best friend, 

Madison

Corncob
Tiffany Brown

Ellie
Destiny Maynard

Dutch
Sarah Hollis

Shadow & Bandit
Shari’ Finstad-Copple

South Pate & 
Dolly

Miss Scarlett
Becky Fornear

Calliope and 
Penelope

Julie LeAnn Watson



former marion 
minister joins
graves association

Mike Jones, a former
minister at
Marion Bap-
tist Church,
has been
called to
serve as an
associational
mission
strategist for the Graves
County Baptist Associa-
tion. He is currently
pastor of Macedonia
Baptist Church in
Owensboro. Jones will
begin in this new role
March 21.

elections will go
on as planned, but
lawsuit advances

A Franklin Circuit
judge denied a motion
last week to temporarily
block new Kentucky re-
districting maps from
going into effect,
pointing out that to do
so would throw the en-
tire election process in
chaos.

However, Judge
Thomas Wingate also
rejected a request to
fully dismiss the Ken-
tucky Democratic
Party's lawsuit, which
claims the new legisla-
tive maps in HB 2 and
SB 3 violate several sec-
tions of the constitution
by excessively splitting
urban areas and use
extreme partisan gerry-
mandering to dilute the
vote of Democratic
strongholds.

Litigation will con-
tinue with hearings and
testimony in March, but
the May 17 primaries
will now go forward.

The judge said
throwing out the maps
of House Bill 2 and
Senate Bill 3, pushing
back the filing dead-
lines and perhaps de-
laying the primary
election date would not
be in the public interest
and could "throw the
election process into
disarray" and create
"utter chaos."

"The Court under-
stands its role as a co-
equal branch of
Kentucky’s government
but the Court refuses to
serve as the ringmaster
of a three-ring circus
by creating a new filing
deadline and throwing
the 2022 election cycle
into turmoil," Wingate
wrote.

Mcconnell critical
of bond paid to let
shooter out of jail

U.S. Sen. Mitch Mc-
Connell late last week
criticized the Black
Lives Matter’s Louisville
chapter from the Senate
floor in Washington for
posting $100,000 bond
for a local activist ac-
cused of shooting at
Louisville mayoral can-
didate Craig Green-
berg’s campaign office.

“It is just jaw-drop-
ping,” McConnell said.
“The innocent people of
Louisville deserve bet-
ter.”

McConnell was
stunned after what ap-
peared to be an assas-
sination attempt
against a Jewish may-
oral candidate by a
“prominent far-left ac-
tivist who’d previously
called for defunding
our police department.”

He said the investiga-
tion is ongoing, includ-
ing the suspect’s
mental condition. “But
guess what: He’s al-
ready been let out of
jail,” McConnell said.

The Louisville Com-
munity Bail Fund, run
by Black Lives Matter’s

Louisville chapter, was
responsible for “(bail-
ing) their comrade out
of jail” just two days
after the shooting at
Greenberg’s office on
Monday, he said.

On Monday, Feb. 14,
Quintez Brown was
charged with attempted
murder and wanton en-
dangerment after police
responded to the
shooting at the candi-
date’s headquarters in
Louisville. Brown was
arrested about half a
mile from the scene
shortly after the shoot-
ing. He had a 9mm
handgun with ammuni-
tion when police found
him, according to court
records. 

Brown was released
two days later, last
Wednesday, when his
bond was paid. Under
the terms of home in-
carceration, Brown has
been fitted with a GPS
ankle monitor and is
confined to his home.

“Since 2020, a long
list of prominent cor-
porations have donated
or pledged enormous
amounts of money to
the radical nationwide
BLM parent organiza-
tion,” McConnell said.
“One wonders if any of
their corporate money
helped spring this
would-be assassin from
jail.

“Now, I'm confident
that if an activist claim-
ing to be conservative
tried to assassinate a
politician, whatever his
mental state, the media
would open a 24-7 ‘na-
tional conversation’
about rhetoric on the
right. Somehow I doubt
attempted murder by a
BLM activist will get that
treatment. I doubt we’ll
have a ‘national con-
versation’ about the
constant chorus of
powerful voices calling
our society evil.”

Kentucky law dictates
every defendant is enti-
tled to a bond unless
they’re charged with a
crime which can be
punishable by death,
said Jefferson District
Judge Julie Kaelin in a
statement posted to
Twitter Thursday.

Brown, 21, is a social
justice activist running
as an independent for
Louisville’s metro
council. He is also a
former columnist for
the Louisville Courier-
Journal.

Beshear wants to
cut sales tax from
six to five percent

Gov. Andy Beshear
last week froze auto-
mobile tax assessments
at 2021 levels and also
proposed a reduction
from 6 percent to 5
percent on Kentucky
sales tax in order to
deal with the highest
inflation rate the coun-
try has seen in at least
40 years.

“My administration is
working with House
Democratic Whip Angie
Hatton, who will be fil-
ing legislation to tem-
porarily cut the state
sales tax from 6 per-
cent to 5 percent dur-
ing the next fiscal year,
July 1, 2022, until June
30, 2023,” the governor
said. “We’ll be able to
determine during the
legislative session next
year, to determine
where we are, where in-
flation is, to consider
further lengthening the
cut at that time.”

Beshear says the two
actions would result in

an estimated $1.2 bil-
lion savings to Ken-
tuckians: $340 million
in the property tax re-
lief, and $873 million
with the sales tax cut.

Mills’ gender bill
for athletics gets
senate approval
KY TODAY

Sen. Robby Mill’s (R-
Henderson) bill  to re-
quire students from 6th
through 12th grade to
play on teams based on
their biological sex, and
not the sex that they
identify with, was ap-
proved by the Kentucky
Senate last week.

Senate Bill 83 would
direct the Kentucky
High School Athletics
Association (KHSAA) to
develop administrative
regulations or bylaws
requiring schools that
participate in inter-
scholastic athletics to
designate all athletic
teams, activities and
sports based upon the
biological sex of the
students eligible to
participate, and pro-
hibit male students
from participating in
athletic teams, activities
and sports designated
as "girls."

In presenting the bill
on the Senate floor,
Mills stated that al-
though the KHSAA has
a regulation on the
subject, “many believe
there are flaws in this
regulation that could
ultimately lead to a fe-
male high school ath-
lete competing unfairly
with a biological male.”

He said for the pur-
pose of determining el-
igibility, “the sex of the
student shall be deter-
mined by the student’s
biological sex as indi-
cated on the student’s
certified birth certifi-
cate, as originally is-
sued at the time of
birth.”

Mills pointed out that
boys have athletic ad-
vantages even before
puberty in cardiovascu-
lar endurance, muscular
strength and en-
durance, speed and
agility. 

Mills said there is
concern that a male
who identifies as a fe-
male could unfairly
bump a biological fe-
male from competition.
“It would be crushing
for a young lady to train
for her entire athletic
career, only to have it
end by competing
against a biological
male in a state tourna-
ment or state finals.”

Sen. Karen Berg, D-
Louisville, told her col-
leagues that she has a
child born female, who
identifies as a male,
and described some of
the problems her child
has faced.

“Friends that you
trusted your whole life,”
she said, “say, I don’t
want your child hanging
around with my kids.
Even though I have a
straight A student who
has never been in trou-
ble with the law. What
we are begging of peo-
ple is understanding.”

Senators amended

the bill Wednesday to
allow children in ele-
mentary school to play
on teams that match
their gender identity.

The bill passed 27-8,
and now heads to the
House.

The ACLU issued a
statement after the
bill’s passage stating,
“Senate Bill 83 violates
the United States Con-
stitution by violating
students' equal protec-
tion and privacy rights,
and Title IX of the Civil
Rights Act by imposing
a wholesale ban on
transgender girls from
participating in athletics
consistent with their
gender identity. Similar
bans have been blocked
by federal courts in
Idaho and West Vir-
ginia.”

MILLS SPONSORING
BILL AIMED AT HELPING
NURSING SHORTAGE
KY TODAY

Legislation intro-
duced in the Kentucky
Senate aims to address
the ongoing nursing
shortage, which has
contributed to the
stresses experienced by
the state’s health care
system.

Senate Bill 10, spon-
sored by Sen. Robby
Mills (R-Henderson)
and co-sponsored by
Senate President Robert
Stivers (R-Manchester)
seeks to alleviate the
nursing shortage by
tackling several issues,
including making it
easier to accept nurses
from other states and
expedite licensing while
not sacrificing quality
of care.

“I’ve had an opportu-
nity to speak with nurs-
ing students and
leaders of community
colleges back in my
district,” Mills said.
“The nursing shortage
has the potential to
negatively impact each
of us and those we
love. This bill will help
make sure our health
care facilities are pro-
fessionally equipped to
care for Kentuckians
during moments of
need.”

One area of focus in-
cludes the removal of
arbitrary caps on nurs-
ing education pro-
grams. This codifies
and extends provisions
of the executive order
issued by Gov. Andy
Beshear last year.

“I think this bill is
going to help us re-
structure how things
are done and remove
artificial barriers to al-
lowing our educational
institutions to deter-
mine how many people
they can train,” stated
Sen. Ralph Alvarado, R-
Winchester, who is a
physician and supports
the measure. “If another
pandemic were to hit, it
would make us more
prepared for it.” 

Kentucky currently
has a compact with 24
states for reciprocity,
but SB 10 would open
possibilities for nurses
in states beyond the
compact. Nurses from
non-compact states

who are in good stand-
ing could get an imme-
diate temporary work
permit to go straight to
work. The bill would
recognize out-of-state
licenses and create a
process for foreign
trained nurses who
pass the National
Council Licensure Ex-
amination test or a
Commission on Gradu-
ates of Foreign Nursing
Schools Test to practice
in Kentucky. 

The nursing shortage
is not new to Kentucky,
but the COVID-19 pan-
demic has exacerbated
the problem, leading to
times when healthcare
facilities have been
forced to postpone
some procedures due
to overcrowding and a
lack of nurses.

SB 10 is designated
priority legislation, in-
dicating its significance
in the eyes of Senate
leaders and members. It
also contains an emer-
gency clause, meaning
it would become ef-
fected as soon as en-
acted into law.
Other bills to watch

The House passed a
bill last week taking an-
other step towards re-
quiring school resource
officers in all state pub-
lic schools. House Bill
63, which would require
all school districts to
assign SROs to each
school campus by Aug.
1, passed the House
with a 78-17 vote.
School districts who are
unable to meet funding
or staffing require-
ments to assign an SRO
to each campus would
work with the state
school security marshal
to hire officers on a per
campus basis until each
campus has an SRO as-
signed.

•A bill to prohibit
public schools, colleges
and universities from
requiring masks has
passed out of commit-
tee and is on its way to
the full House. House
Bill 51, sponsored by
Rep. Lynn Bechler, R-
Marion, would prohibit
mask requirements "on
any public school
premises," school-
sponsored transporta-
tion and at
school-sponsored
events. It would also
ban requirements at
public colleges and
universities, and allows
parents of children en-
rolled in publicly
funded child-care facil-
ities to refuse masking
for their children with-
out any retribution. 

The bill conflicts with
a Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
order that required stu-
dents and drivers to
wear masks on buses,
regardless of their vac-
cination status. The rule
applies to all public
transportation. 

voter postcard aims
to clean up rolls

In furtherance of
Kentucky's voter list
maintenance efforts,
last week, the State
Board of Elections (SBE)
sent out nearly 400,000
postcards to voters who
possibly may be inac-
tive or have inaccurate

registration informa-
tion.

The postcards direct
the individual in how
they should respond to
the card depending on
their individual circum-
stance, and the phone
number of Crittenden
County Clerk's Office is
listed as a resource
should the voter have
questions. The voter
may also visit SBE's
website at
https://elect.ky.gov/Re
sources/Pages/List-
Maintenance.aspx to
find a number of re-
sources regarding voter
list maintenance, in-
cluding links to exam-
ples of the postcards
being sent.

The county clerk's of-
fice updates its voter
roll almost daily with
new and updated regis-
trations and by regu-
larly submitting to SBE
a list of deletions of de-
ceased voters.

Candidate materials
must follow  rules

While election finance
matters are not handled
by the county clerk’s
office, as the office that
oversees local elections,
Clerk Daryl Tabor re-
minds candidates seek-
ing public office of
something very impor-
tant regarding cam-
paign disclaimers.

Any campaign mate-
rials such as signs,
door hangers, advertis-
ing, printed materials,
etc., need to have "Paid
for by (candidate
name)" on them to
comply with campaign
finance laws. The Ken-
tucky Registry of Elec-
tion Finance (KREF) has
exempted certain items
from the disclaimer re-
quirement, including
balloons, calling cards,
emery boards, bumper
stickers, matchbook
covers, pencils, shirts,
caps and some other
items. Any calling card
smaller than 3½ x 5
inches does not require
a disclaimer. However,
the general rule is the
disclaimer must be in-
cluded. It should not
say Paid for by Candi-
date, but must have the
name of the candidate.

The county clerk's of-
fice does not oversee
any aspect of campaign
finance and cannot an-
swer any related ques-
tions. Candidates may
call KREF at
502.573.2226 or visit
kref.ky.gov.

correction
Circuit Judge Rene

Williams issued a bench
warrant earlier this
month for Shannon
Miller, 46, of Marion.
An article in last week’s
Press incorrectly identi-
fied Miller as being in-
volved in a church
cemetery desecration
case that in fact did not
include her. Miller’s
case, for which the
warrant was issued, in-
volved drug offenses
only. The Press apolo-
gizes for the reporting
error.
In between issues of the 

newspaper turn
to The Press Online
for breaking news
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Sen. Robby Mills is sponsoring a bill to make sure boys
and girls play in their own gender-specific sports. Mills,
who is from Henderson, representes Crittenden and
other nearby counties in the Kentucky Senate. How-
ever, this will be his last year to have Crittenden resi-
dents among his constituants due to legislative
redistricting. Sen. Jason Howell of Murray will begin
next January representing Crittenden County.
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Runners hit “the wall.” 
Some sports fans get so 
accustomed to losing that 
it becomes part of their 
identity, enjoying seeing 
all the new ways their 
teams can snatch defeat 
from the jaws of 
victory. Those last 
two miles of a hike 
back to the car af-
ter all the sights 
have been seen 
can be brutal: 
the kids are tired, 
and the goal is to 
not have to car-
ry them or make 
them cry. When 
finishing a reno-
vation and it’s all 
done except the 
trim and the de-
cision is made to 
get to it later – two 
years later. . . maybe. 

Nearly everything we do 
in life has a point at which 
we must make a decision 
² finish or Tuit, Neep a 
good attitude or contrib-
ute to the misery, push 
through the pain or fail. It 
is when we near the finish 
line that the danger can be 
greatest – we get distract-
ed, we think the game is 
over (and the opponent 
comes bacN�, we find out 
we weren’t as prepared as 
we thought to finish, or we 
are brought down by oth-
ers who are eTually dis-
couraged.

I have consistently be-
lieved that the time of 
greatest danger and diffi-
culty our society will have 
with the pandemic are 
months near the end and 
immediately after. Let’s 
call it the “fed-up” or “I’m 
over it” phase. To be fair 
this is something that has 
happened to us. We can 
(and have) argue about 
how much the various re-
sponses have made things 
worse, but what cannot be 
denied is that we have all 
been through it together. 

,t seems that, finally, we 
are nearing the finish line. 
This is a little tricky be-
cause we probably won’t 
know we’ve crossed it 
until it is well behind us. 

That in itself is a problem 
because some are say-
ing we already have while 
others are still running 
hard. Even worse, some 
who think we have already 
finished are telling others 

to act like we ha-
ven’t. Then there 
are the obvious 
economic effects 
that we are see-
ing as a result of 
the policies of the 
past and current 
administrations. 

It is time that 
we forgive and 
reconcile, which 
can be difficult 
when we are ex-
hausted. It is 
time that we al-
low each other 
the grace to get 

through this end phase 
the best we can. It is time 
to admit that we all made 
mistakes in either facts or 
attitude. It is time to get 
back to living life without 
so much fear and condem-
nation. 

There is no clear path 
through those things that 
terrify us (or enough of 
us to cause everyone to 
react). There is no way to 
be prepared for a journey 
that we didn’t see coming 
or that we didn’t want to 
take. That is why we have 
all been tested so much 
in the past two years. We 
still need to finish this 
well. I believe we learn our 
best lessons by finishing 
strong – whether we “win” 
or “lose.”

I think there are a few 
attitudes that will help us 
here. First, it is my job to 
help others without regard 
to which “side” they may 
be on. Choosing sides is 
in our nature, we’ve done 
it every time there has 
been a pandemic, a new 
vaccine, or an economic 

crisis – it is an annoying 
strength of human beings. 
Doesn’t mean that we 
shouldn’t help.

Scripture is full of sto-
ries and encouragements 
for the “fed-up.” Elijah, 
just days after a great vic-
tory of faith, was found 
cowering and scared in 
a cave. He was told to go 
and finish what he had 
started. (I Kings 19). In the 
chaotic and brutal peri-
od of the judges of Israel, 
Ruth was a foreign widow. 
She was told to do things 
the right way. She became 
the great-grandmother of 
King David of Israel.

On a less grand and 
more practical level, the 
apostle Paul encouraged 
people to walk by the Spirit 
(of God) in Galatians 5:25. 
What is important about 
this is that he speaks of 
making decisions and ex-
ercising freedom. In this 
chapter, “walking by the 
Spirit” is not some magi-
cal possession by God. It 
is being led by a different 
set of rules than those of 
doing whatever we want, 
when we want. He even 
suggests that living in 
such a way can sometimes 
be tiring. “Let us not grow 
weary in well-doing, for in 
due season we shall reap, 
if we do not lose heart.” 
(Gal. 6:9, RSV).

Paul’s statement is a 
universal truth which he 
applied to our spiritu-
al lives. 'uring this final 
chapter of “the pandem-
ic,” let’s not let hitting 
the wall, or being tired, or 
being “over it” trip us up. 
Finish . . . strong.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

The fed up phase n West Ky. Regional 
Blood Center will be hav-
ing a blood drive/fund-
raiser from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m., Wednesday, March 
9 at Rocket Arena, spon-
sored by Crittenden Coun-
ty High School FCA. For 
more information contact, 

(888) 684-9296.
n TKe  :oman’s &lub 

of Marion will meet March 
2 at their club building lo-
cated at 126 E. Carlisle 
Street. Refreshments will 
be served from 1-1:30 
followed by the program.  
In celebration of Read 

Across America Day, the 
Bookmobile Librarian Su-
san Smith will present a 
program on its services.  
Meeting is open to the 
public.  For further infor-
mation call (270) 704-
0057.

Community Events & News

Without it, you can't enter heaven
Jesus told a good man, 

high in the Jewish religion, 
"Except a man be 
born again, he 
cannot enter the 
kingdom of God."

This man 
asked "Can a 
man enter the 
second time into 
his mother's 
womb and be 
born?"

Jesus’ answer 
was a man is 
born of a home of 
water but he also 
must be born of 
the Spirit or he 
cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven.

There are many good 
people who think they will 
go to Heaven who have not 
been born again.

The New Birth is as total 
life change and as traumat-
ic as the first birth, and is a 
Heaven or Hell decision.

We came from our nine 
months home in a contain-
er of water, floating around 
and not breathing instantly 
into a world of air of which 
we had to breathe or die. 
Such is the trauma of the 
New Birth.

God gives us the New 
Birth and when God Al-
mighty takes hold of you, 
all about you is as different 
as brilliant sunshine and 
pitch black.

It is a spiritual transfor-
mation which causes you 
to want to please God, and 
your love for Him is real.

The gratitude is there 
and so is wonderment that 

you could ever have 
been so stupid as to 
sin against the God 
Almighty who could 
have left us to die in 
our ignorance and 
spend never ending 
eternity in a burning 
hell.

It left me weak and 
when all of a sudden I 
was in a world of total 
surrender to God in 
humility and asked 
Him to please boss 
me around.

You know your 
own decisions have 

not been good, now you 
want to depend on God to 
show you what He wants 
you to do.

I'm aware each person's 
reaction would be a mite 
different but if the change 
is not definite it should be 
challenged in being real.

We all know even by ex-
perience, we are born in 
sin and therefore it is nat-
ural to sin so we must be 
changed.

To sin is to violate God 
who owns us and every-
thing in the whole world.

God hates sin and calls 
His wrath down upon us 
who have spit in His eye. 
He gives us the very breath 
we breathe, eyes to see, 
ears to hear and a heart 
whose beating comes from 
the God who let us be born 
in the first place.

Sin in parents keeps 

them from raising their 
children to love and wor-
ship God from their birth, 
and so many parents see 
Adam and Eve's sorrow 
compounded over and over 
as we see their first son Nill 
their second son.

Millions not experiencing 
the New Birth Jesus de-
mands of us has brought 
American culture to such 
depravity it is numbing the 
minds and conscience of 
our nation. Our youth are 
destroying their lives with 
sub zero morals, and many 
are killed with drugs.

The New Birth is getting 
some place and talking 
to God and being honest 
enough to name your sins 
to Him and asking Him to 
forgive you. It also involves 
believing Him, taking Him 
at His word and asking 
Him to send His Holy Spirit 
to live in you who will help 
you live for God.

Jesus told His Disciples 
the world cannot receive 
the Holy Spirit because it 
sees Him not nor knows 
Hm. John 14:17.

We must first be born 
again.

Jesus said our Heavenly 
Father would give the Holy 
Spirit to His followers who 
ask Him.

Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor 
at Marion Church of God, 
shares her views periodi-
cally in this newspaper. Her 
opinions are her own and 
are not necessarily those of 
this newspaper.
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Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
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D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Once again through 
the archives of The Crit-
tenden Press let’s re-visit 
the year 1902 and learn 
of the big ice and sleet 
storm that hit Marion 
and the surrounding 
area. The people of Mar-
ion were a strong com-
munity. They seem to 
always look on the bright 
side of things and find 
good in even the worst 
situations.

–––
Jan. 30, 1902

The rain, sleet and 
snow the past few days 
had done much dam-
age.  The telephone lines 
are down all over the city 
and the streets are cov-
ered with ice, making it 
very difficult to travel.

Faulty roofs on some 
of the business houses 
are responsible for much 
damage to mercantile 
stock.

–––
Feb. 6th, 

1902 – Dam-
aged reported

 Since Tues-
day night of 
last week the 
earth has been 
covered with ice 
from two to four 
inches thick.

The greatest 
destruction in 
this county has 
been to fruit 
trees; the dam-
age to orchards 
can hardly be 
estimated; it 
runs into thou-
sands of dol-
lars. The larger 
trees are prac-
tically denuded of their 
branches, not in a few, 
but in all the orchards.

Last year the fruit 
growers realized good 
money from their or-
chards and the industry 
was given an impetus 
not heretofore known in 
the county.

This encouraged the 
farmer in this direction, 
and orchards were put in 
good condition. The com-
ing season was looked 
forward to with the hope 
of great things. Practical-
ly all is swept away, and 
it will be years before the 
damage can be repaired. 
Shade trees and forest 
trees suffered the same 
damage.

And so the day wore 
along; trees crashing and 
breaking from the great 
loads of ice, telephone 
wires and poles and elec-
tric light wires were fol-
lowing suit.  

The trains were lost, 
so far as telegraph-
ic communication was 
concerned, and it need-
ed but the cry of fire 
throughout the streets of 
the city to cause an utter 
panic among the people.

The night came and 
all the old oil lamps in 
town were brought out, 
the metal burnished the 
oil poured in, and a little 
strip of red flannel placed 
in the reservoir of each to 
give a touch of color, for 
we were notified early in 
the afternoon that the 
electric lights would be 
an impossibility and we 
all prepared for the dark, 
stormy night, but bless 
you it was one of the 
pleasantest in the year.  

–––
Makes the Best of 

Things
Western Kentuckians 

have a special knack of 
making the best of things, 
and the stories that were 
told around the fire and 
the songs that were sung 
and the glasses that were 
drained cemented more 
good fellowship than 
all the crickets on the 
hearth ever dreamed of.

And the next morning 
the streets were again 
ice bound, the trees and 
electric light poles cov-
ered with ice, and the 
Haynes telephone sys-
tem office was again in 
requisition.

Copher, the restaurant 
man, was overcrowded 
with breakfast orders, 
many to be delivered in 
areas all over town.

Our medical gentle-
men were told to get on 
their skates and skate 
around to the people that 
needed their help during 
this storm.

Manager Charles 
Moore, of the Alexander 
telephone exchange stat-
ed to The Press that the 

work of reconstructing 
the telephone exchange 
in the city will begin at 
once.  

Still, somehow other 
things will be gotten to-
gether, poles will be re-
placed, wires restrung, 
and the streets will again 

hum with peo-
ple passing and 
with the traffic 
of countless 
wagons with 
their wealth 
of fluorspar, 
of zinc, tobac-
co, corn and 
lumber; the 
sun will shine 
again and Mar-
ion will be as 
heretofore the 
busiest, the 
loveliest and 
the best town 
in western 
Kentucky, and 
its people will 
rarely speak 
of the great ice 

storm of that latter part 
of January 1902.

–––
Year without a Sum-

mer. Have you ever heard 
of the year without a 
summer? I recently ran 
across this article about 
that long ago time that 
is still brought up occa-
sionally in conversation. 
Perhaps you have never 
read about this summer 
in 1816, so I thought 
you might enjoy reading 
about it.  The article was 
published in The Critten-
den Press in 1978.
1816 – The Year With-

out A Summer
If you think the weath-

er is bad now, you should 
have seen the summer of 
1816. It wasn’t much to 
look at.  The truth is it 
was canceled due to bad 
weather.

Eighteen-sixteen is 
legendary in the annals 
of weather. Old timers 
still sit around the pot-
bellied stoves in country 
stores and talk about it, 
the way their grandpaps 
told it. It has been called 
the year without a sum-
mer.  It has also been 
called “poverty year” and 
“eighteen hundred and 
froze-to-death.”

From May through 
September, an unprec-
edented series of cold 
spells chilled the north-
eastern United States 
and adjoining Canadi-
an provinces, causing a 
backward spring, a cold 
summer and an early 
fall.

There was heavy snow 
in June and frost even 
in July and August.  All 
across the Northeast, 

farmers’ crops were re-
peatedly killed by the 
cold, raising the specter 
of widespread famine.

The amazing weath-
er of 1816 is well doc-
umented in the diaries 
and memoirs of those 
who endured it. Benja-
min Harrison, a farmer in 
Bennington, Vt., termed 
it “the most gloomy and 
extraordinary weath-
er ever seen.” Chaunc-
ey Jerome of Plymouth, 
Conn., writing in 1860, 
recalled “I well remem-
ber the 7th of June. . . 
dressed throughout with 
thick woolen clothes 
and an overcoat on.  My 
hands got so cold that 
I was obligated to lay 
down my tools and put 
on a pair of mittens. On 
the 10th of June, my wife 
brought in some clothes 
that had been spread on 
the round the night be-
fore, which were frozen 
still as in winter. On the 
4th of July, I saw sever-
al men pitching quoits 
in the middle of the day 
with thick overcoats on, 
and the sun shining 
bright at the time.”

Since relatively few 
settlers had yet crossed 
the Mississippi, most 
of our weather obser-
vations for 1816 came 
from the eastern United 
States, particularly the 
Northeast, where there 
was a tradition of weath-
er watching.

The best observations 
available were made 
at Williamstown in the 
northwestern corner of 
Massachusetts.

April and May, 1816, 
were both cold months 
over the Northeast, with 
frost retarding spring 
planting.  Flowers were 
late in blooming and 
many fruit trees did not 
blossom until the end of 
May only to have their 
budding leaves and blos-
soms killed by a hard 
frost which also de-
stroyed corn and other 
plants.

Warm weather finally 
came to all parts of the 
Northeast during the 

first few days of June.  
Farmers forgot the frost 
of May and begun re-
planting their crops.  But 
even as they labored, a 
cold front was approach-
ing that would bring di-
saster.

Following the frontal 
passage, temperatures 
fell dramatically under 
the onslaught of Arctic 
air.  At noon on June 5, 
the temperature at Wil-
liamsburg was 83 de-
grees.  By 7 a.m. o n the 
6th it had dropped 45 
degrees, the highest tem-
perature recorded for the 
day.

From June 6 to 9, se-
vere frost occurred every 
night from Canada to 
Virginia.  Ice was report-
ed near Philadelphia, 
and every green herb 
was killed, and vegeta-
bles of every description 
very much injured.  In 
northern Vermont, the 
ice was an inch thick 
on standing water while 
elsewhere in the state 
icicles were seen a foot 
long, corn and other veg-
etables were killed to the 
ground, and upon the 
high lands the leaves of 
trees withered and fell 
off.

–––
The people that lived 

during this time prob-
ably did not know what 
had caused their year 
without a summer, but 
with one Google search 
on the internet for the 
Summer of 1816, comes 
up the information: Why 
there was no Summer in 
1816, because the explo-
sion of Mount Tambora, 
that took place in 1815 
was very intense, that 
the ash cloud reached 
the earth’s stratosphere, 
which enabled it to be 
carried to other parts 
of the world. Because it 
takes time for the ash to 
circulate, it didn’t drasti-
cally affect weather pat-
terns in distant places, 
such as the Northern 
Hemisphere, until 1816. 
The dust in the atmo-
sphere caused less sun-
light to pass through, 
thus causing unseason-
ably cold temperatures. 
It is interesting to note 
that the crop failure in 
New England caused 
farmers to move west-
ward. This mass migra-
tion shifted the nation’s 
farming industry away 
from the eastern part of 
the nation..

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

1902IceStorm – This vintage picture of Main Street was 
taken during the big 1902 ice and sleet storm that hit 
Marion and Crittenden County. 



employment
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees. We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
NEW!  Now offering a $15 
minimum wage! MTC is 
an equal opportunity em-
ployer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran. To view 
current openings and qual-
ifications and to apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtctjobs.com  “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures 
Today”  (4t-8-p)
Reliable workers need-

ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Strong Solid Com-
pany with a Bright Future! 
Good starting wage $12 
& up based on skill & ex-
perience. Must pass back-
ground & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire Re-
cycling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email re-
sume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions, rock driveways, 
clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Con-
struction. (12t-8-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.
com.

bid notice
The Crittenden County 
Fiscal Court is accepting 
bids for two (2) new 4WD/
AWD SUVs for the Critten-
den County Sheriff Depart-
ment.  Vehicles must be at 
minimum a V6 engine, au-
tomatic transmission with 
Pursuit/Law Enforcement 
package included.  Vehi-

cles must also include at 
minimum a left side LED 
Spot Lamp and Rear Inte-
rior Vinyl Seats.  Preferred 
exterior color is black.  
Please specify the expect-
ed delivery or pick-up date 
in which the vehicles will 
be in our possession when 
submitting your bid. 
All bids must be received 
by mail at Crittenden Co. 
Fiscal Court, c/o SO Ve-
hicle Bid, 107 S. Main 
St., Ste. 208, Marion, 
KY 42064 or by email to 
jada.williams@crittenden-
countyky.org by 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 3, 2022 
and will be opened at a 
Special court meeting Fri-
day, March 4, 2022, begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m. All ques-
tions may be answered 
by calling Sheriff Wayne 
Agent at (270) 965-3400.
The County reserves the 
right to accept or reject any 
or all bids in accordance 
with KRS 45-A.  
Funding for this project is 
federal funding from the 
US Department of Trea-
sury, Coronavirus State 

& Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funds.
No person shall be exclud-
ed from participation in, 
denied benefits of, or sub-
jected to discrimination in 
the implementation of this 
program on the grounds of 
race, religion, color, nation-
al origin, sex, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, age 
or disability. (1t-8-c)
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Classi�eds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



STAFF REPORT
When historians write the story of this

season’s Rocket basketball team, coach
Denis Hodge wants them to be sure to
note what was missing. Yet, Crittenden
County is right back in the same place
it’s been for the past five Februaries.
After beating Trigg County 55-54

Tuesday at Marion in the opening round
of the Fifth District Tournament, Hodge
talked about what pride he has in hisd
players – a patchwork of mostly role
players on a team that lost almost all of
its scoring when two All Region perform-
ers (Gabe Mott and Preston Turley) grad-
uated after last season.
“I was super proud of our guys. I don’t

know how many people realize it, but
our guys have fought their way into the
regional tournament five years in a row.
And that’s a big deal,” the coach said.
Crittenden (14-15)  couldn’t get much

going inside against taller Trigg defend-
ers, but its outside shooting was key.
After trailing by six early, the Rockets
managed to inch ahead in the second
period and then reeled off an 11-2 run
in the third quarter fueled by three
straight treys by senior Hayden Adam-
son.
The Rockets never trailed again, but

its 14-point advantage disappeared in
the fourth quarter, and the final minutes
were quite tenuous. Trailing by one,
Trigg (14-14) had the ball near the bas-
ket on its own baseline in the final sec-
onds, but Luke Washer tried to dish it
back to Jhaden Vaughn in the corner
and his pass was deflected by Rocket
senior Trace Derrington. He and Vaughn
tied the ball up, giving CCHS possession
with 3.7 seconds to go. The Rockets mis-
fired on the front end of a bonus foul
shot situation, giving Trigg yet another
half-court Hail-Mary opportunity. That
shot grossly missed its mark, sending
the Rockets to their fifth straight Fifth

District championship game Friday
against Lyon County. The Lyons have
won three straight district crowns. Crit-
tenden beat Lyon for the title in 2018.
Rockets close out regular season
The Rockets made 11 three-pointers in

the final regular-season game, but came
up a bit short in a 79-69 loss at Caldwell
County.
Preston Morgeson, a junior guard, has

been on an offensive roll recently and
scored a career-high 29 points to pace
the Rockets, who trailed the entire way,
but the game was close from start to fin-
ish. Morgeson had a half dozen three-
pointers.
Crittenden finished the regular season

with a 13-15 record. Caldwell finished at
18-10. The Rockets have lost six straight
games to the Tigers dating back to 2010.
The Rockets beat Fort Campbell 67-48

at Marion last Thursday in its final reg-
ular-season home game. CCHS got 19
points from Travis Champion and 13
from Trace Derrington.

Trigg County                    12    22    41    54
Crittenden Co.                 12    26    46    55

TRIGG – Ahart, Gude 3, Shearer 3, J.Vaughn 25,
Washer 2, Adams 13, Reynolds, K.Vaughn 8,
Parham. FG 21. 3-pointers 3 (Gude, Shearer,
J.Vaughn). FT 9-18.
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 12, Champion 21, Bev-
erly 3, Adamson 17, Crider, Davidson, Derrington,
Cooksey 2, Conyer, Yates. FG 19. 3-pointers 8
(Morgeson 2, Adamson 5, Champion). FT 9-13.

Fort Campbell                 13   19    29    48
Crittenden County           20    36    52    67
FT CAMPBELL – Tate, Castro, Blaszkowski 16,
C.Tate 5, Garcia, Waddy 15, Lewis 8, Moore 3, West-
brook 1. FG 15. 3-pointers 3. FT 11-15.
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 7, Champion 19, Beverly
3, Adamson, Crider, Davidson 5, Keller 3, Derrington
13, Hutchison 2, Conyer 4, Yates 5, Cooksey 6. FG
29. 3-pointers 3 (Morgeson, Champion, Beverly). FT
6-14.

Crittenden County           11    31    52    69
Caldwell County              21    37    59    79
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 29, Champion 14, Bev-
erly 10, Adamson, Crider, Davidson 4, Derrington
8,Yates 2, Cooksey 2. FG: 25. 3-pointers 11 (Morge-
son 6, Champion, Beverly 2, Derrington 2). FT: 8-10.
CALDWELL – Bumpus 19, Spikes 29, Ca. Whittington 6, Riley
6, Joyner, Vivrette 3, Thompson 16, Shahean. FG: 27 3-point-
ers 9 (Bumps 4, Spikes, Vivrette, Thompson 3) FT: 16-30.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County beat Liv-

ingston Central 42-35 Mon-
day in the opening round of
the Fifth District Tournament
and junior Taylor Guess be-
came the school’s all-time
leading scorer.
The win lifts the Lady Rock-

ets into the district champi-
onship against Lyon County,
the only team in the league
that’s been able to best CCHS
this season. Lyon surprised
the Lady Rockets in the All A
Classic opener in January
after Crittenden beat LCHS
twice in regular-season dis-
trict play.
Lyon is 16-13 on the sea-

son and Crittenden is 21-7.
Tipoff is a 7 p.m., Thursday
at Rocket Arena.
Guess needed eight points

to eclipse the previous record
of 1,825 points set by Cassidy
Moss in 2017. She scored 24,
including four straight bas-
kets to close out the first half
as CCHS took the game’s lead
for the first time. 
The Lady Rockets (21-7)

had opened the contest with
a cold offensive hand. Guess
missed all four shots she took
in the first period, and her
teammates followed suit.
Junior center Addie Hatfield
had Crittenden’s only two
buckets nine minutes into
the game, and CCHS trailed
by eight.
Then, Guess got hot and

Anna Boone dropped in a
three-pointer as the Lady
Rockets went on a 13-2 scor-
ing spurt to grab a 20-15 lead
by the half. They never trailed
again as Guess scored 10 of
her points in the second pe-
riod, including the basket

that made her the queen of
scoring at CCHS.
Livingston finished the sea-

son at 10-17.
Guess gets 38 to beat Hoptown
Crittenden County’s girls

won their 20th basketball
game of the season last
Thursday at home as junior
Taylor Guess scored a career-
high 38 points.
The Lady Rockets closed

out regular-season play with
an impressive 63-46 win over
Hopkinsville.
Coach Shannon Hodge said

Guess got going early, taking
the ball to the basket, and the
defense played very well
much of the way, particularly
its periodic press. Hop-
kinsville (13-12) out-re-
bounded Crittenden by a
wide margin, but the Lady
Tigers couldn't convert those
boards into points. 
CCHS (20-7) trailed by two

points in the first period, but
otherwise led the entire way,
building its largest margin of
19 points in the fourth pe-
riod.
Hoptown had not lost to the

Lady Rockets since 2004.
For just the fifth time in

school history the team has
posted 20 wins or more. It’s
the third time Coach Hodge
has had a team do it in the
past 29 seasons. Her previ-

ous 20-win squads were in
2011 and 2017. Hodge played
for two teams in the 1980s
that also got at least 20 victo-
ries. 

Livingston Central  11  15    26   35
Crittenden County   3   18    28   42
LIVINGSTON – Downey 5, Joiner 6,
Leahey 8, Holman, Hargrove 7, Ram-
age 6. FG 15. 3-pointers 2 (Hargrove,
Downey). FT 3-4.
CRITTENDEN – Guess 24, N.Boone
5, A.Boone 7, Hatfield 5, Driskill, Evans
1. FG 15. 3-pointers 2 (N.Boone,
A.Boone). FT 10-13.

Hopkinsville        15     23    30   46
Crittenden Co.     12     25    48   63
HOPKINSVILLE – Bellamy 2, Fleming
6, Earthman 3, Forte 8, Dansbury 3,
Hill 3, Sharber 1, Flowers 12, Cherry 2,
Pendleton 4, Green 2. FG 17. 3-point-
ers 2. FT 8-21.
CRITTENDEN – Guess 38, N.Boone
11, A.Boone 2, Hatfield 6, Driskill 4,
Evans 2, Hunt, Federico. FG 20. 3-
pointers 2 (Guess, N.Boone). FT 21-
30.
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BASKETBALL 
5TH DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
at Crittenden County’s Rocket Arena
GIRLS MONDAY RESULTS
Crittenden 42, Livingston Central 35
Lyon County 54, Trigg County 45
BOYS TUESDAY RESULTS
Lyon Co. 88, Livingston Central 62
Crittenden 55, Trigg County 54
THURSDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP
Lady Rockets vs. Lady Lyons, 7pm
FRIDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP
Rockets vs. Lyons, 7pm

2ND REGION TOURNAMENT
District Champions Host First Rounds
GIRLS’ TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, Feb. 28
At District Winners, 6:30pm
WEDNESDAY, March 2
At Madisonville, 6pm and 7:30pm
FRIDAY, March 4
Championship at Madisonville, 7pm
BOYS’ TOURNAMENT
TUESDAY, MARCH 1
At District Winners, 6:30pm
THURSDAY, March 3
At Hopkinsville, 6pm and 7:30pm
SATURDAY, March 5
Championship at Hopkinsville, 1pm

ARCHERY
Shooters win firsts 
Local shooters from Inside Out

Archers of Kentucky captured four
state championships last weekend at
S3DA finals at Owensboro. Members
of the Marion-based club that won ti-
tles were Miley Hayes in Eagle Fe-
male Barebow, Emory Orr in Eagle
Female Open, Lucas McDowell in
Eagle Male Pins and Tucker Boudro
in Youth Male Open. The squad’s
Eagle (elementary age) Team also
finished third overall. 
Another local archer, Jeremiah Fos-
ter, won first place in the Kentucky
Archery Association indoor finals last
weekend at Louisville. He won the
state title in Adult Male Bowhunter
Freestyle and tied for first in the Male
Freestyle Class, but settled for sec-
ond place after a tiebreaker. 

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL
Little league sign up
Crittenden County Dugout Club will

host its annual registration day and
skills assessment for softball and
baseball from 9:30 a.m., until 11:30
a.m., Saturday, March 5 at the park or
middle school gym depending on
weather. Find a printable registration
form and details at The Press Online.

                                                            
TRACTOR PULLING
Parish pulls at show
Local tractor puller Rhett Parish

won the Friday night heat last week at
the Tractor Pull Championships as
part of the National Farm Machinery
Show in Louisville. Parish, 19, was
driving a re-designed version of the
family’s long-time pulling rig “El Nino.”
He finished seventh in Saturday’s
final round of the 10,000 pound pro
stock class. Photo above was by
Thurston Pulling Photos.

SCORING
QUEEN

New School Record
Taylor Guess
Scoring by Season
Junior*                        598
Sophomore                 393
Freshman                    515
8th Grade                    298
7th Grade                     38
Taylor’s Total      1,842

*In progress

Guess takes scoring record in win

Taylor Guess looks to pass
during Monday’s district
opener against Livingston.

Guess’s Scoring Breakdown
Here’s How She Got There
                2pt      Pts      3pt    Pts     FTs     Total
Jr         179   358    17   51    189   598
Soph   113   226    18   54    113   393
Fr        147   294    19   57    164   515
8th        87    174    11   33     91    298
7th         9      18      0     0      20     38
Total       526   1052     65    195     557   1,842

Rockets back to title game 5th straight time

Single-Game Scoring
Lady Rocket Recordbook
Pts   Player                       Season
43    Morgan Dooms     2003-04
42    Jeanne Hinchee   1977-78
40    Jeanne Hinchee   1977-78
40    Jeanne Hinchee   1977-78
39    Jeanne Hinchee   1977-78
39    Jill Highfil              1991-92
38    Taylor Guess        2021-22
37    Marketta Brown    1974-75
36    Morgan Dooms     2002-03
35    Shannon Collins   1984-85
33    Jessi Hodge         2009-10
_________________________

Crittenden’s Holden Cooksey guards
Trigg County’s Khyran Vaughn.

Coach Denis Hodge goes over plans dur-
ing a timeout in the second half.
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Members of the CCHS Homecoming Court recognized Thursday, Feb. 17 are (from left) 2021 king Gabe Mott and 2021 queen Jessie Potter, freshmen Cam’Ron Belcher
and Kayleigh Weathers; juniors Preston Morgeson and Reagan Peak, 2022 king and queen Tanner Beverly and Grace Driskill, senior candidates Hayden Adamson, Raina
West, Tristan Davidson and Callie Brown and sophomores Caden DeBoe and Kailyn Stokes.

Four Rockets
ink deals for
college sports
STAFF REPORT
Four Crittenden County

seniors have selected the
college or unverity where
they will continue their
athletic pursuits beyond
high school.
Three football players

and one baseball player
signed last Thursday dur-
ing an official Signing Day
made for media, parents
and supporters on the
CCHS campus.
Senior Maddox Carlson,

who has been on the
Rocket baseball team
since his eighth-grade
season, will play at Dyers-
burg State, a very suc-
cessful junior college in
western Tennessee and a
perennial Top 25 JUCO
team in the country.
Dylan Yates, Luke

Crider and Zech McGa-
han, each integral parts of
the Rocket football pro-
gram, will join three dif-
ferent Kentucky
institutions to pursue
their football aspirations.
Crider, a three-year
starter at quarterback, is
headed to northern Ken-
tucky’s Thomas More Uni-
versity. Yates, who was
heavily recruited by a
number of schools, will go
to Kentucky Wesleyan in
Owensboro. McGahan is
headed to Midway Univer-
sity near Lexington where
he will join the school’s
first sprint football team.

Fredonia Memorial
accepting sponsors
for flag, pole project
Area military veterans deserve recogni-

tion for the service they have rendered to
the country to preserve and protect our
freedom during times of war and times of
peace, said Pam Faughn of the Fredonia
Valley Heritage Society.
Faughn outlines continued work on the

veterans’ memorial in downtown Fredo-
nia in the following piece submitted to
The Crittenden Press.

The Fredonia Valley Heritage Society
and Fredonia American Legion Post 103
are co-sponsoring a project to create the
Fredonia Valley Veterans Memorial. To-
gether with assistance from the City of
Fredonia, the Morgan Foundation, and
Ron Raboud with Wounded Warriors
Outdoors the project continues on
course.  The memorial park is located on
a lot on Cassidy Avenue in downtown
Fredonia donated by Todd and Karen
Phelps.  
Preparations are being made for the

Memorial Day 2022 Dedication Cere-
mony. A beautiful large granite monu-
ment has been installed at the back of
the large sidewalk ring within which me-
morial bricks will be placed. The parking
area has been concreted, and an Amer-
ican flag and flagpole are in place.
Landscaping and lighting will be added
soon. 
Our current project is military flag

poles and flags for each branch of serv-
ice and the POW-MIA flag. We are ac-
cepting sponsorships for the flags and
flag poles project in honor of your vet-
eran for a minimum of $1,000 each. If
you’d like to contribute, email pam-
faughn@att.net or send a private Face-
book message to Pam Rogers Faughn no
later than Thursday, March 3. Sponsor-
ships will be accepted in the order re-
ceived. In addition to flag sponsorships,
organizers will soon be accepting bench

sponsorships and sponsorships for con-
struction of a pavilion.
Memorial bricks to honor a veteran

are available for $50 each. Order forms
are available in a box at the memorial
site. A printable version is also available
on the Facebook group page entitled
“Fredonia Valley Veterans Memorial.”
You can also request a form by emailing
pamfaughn@att.net. Veterans do not
have to be from the Fredonia Valley, and
they can be from any time period
through our country’s history.   
Contact a member of the Veterans Me-

morial Committee for more information.
Committee members are Todd Phelps,
Denny Brasher, Rodney Paris, Brenda
Fraliex, Linda Bennett, Presley Lamm
and Pam Faughn. 
This is a wonderful addition to our

community and our county. There is no
more worthy project than to honor those
who have bravely served our county in
the military. The bravery of our veterans
through time is unimaginable and in-
comparable. We owe them a debt of grat-
itude that is hard to put into mere
words.   

Crittenden County senior Zech McGahan has signed to play football
at Midway University. McGahan, who was a linebacker at Crittenden
County, will play for Midway’s inaugural sprint football team, which
is for players weighing no more than 178 pounds. Midway will par-
ticipate with five other charter members of a new, independent ath-
letic conference, the Midwest Sprint Football League (MSFL). With
McGahan are his mother Terra and father Troy.

Crittenden County senior Maddox Carlson has signed to play base-
ball at Dyersburg State Community College. Carlson pitches and
plays infield for the Rocket baseball team. He was an All Second Re-
gion and All Fifth District performer as a junior while leading CCHS
in batting, home runs and RBIs. Carlson is in the top five in career
average and RBIs in the CCHS record book. Pictured with him are his
brother Jayden, mother Viki and father Kevin. 

Crittenden County senior Dylan Yates has signed to play football at
Kentucky Wesleyan College at Owensboro. Yates, who was a four-
year starter at defensive end, earned All-State and First Team All Con-
ference honors in his final season. He is the career sacks leader at
CCHS. Kentucky Wesleyan competes in the NCAA Division II Great
Midwest Athletic Conference. He is pictured above with his mother
Michelle and father B.J. Yates.

Crittenden County senior Luke Crider has signed to play football at
Thomas More University at Covington. Crider was a three-year starter
at quarterback for the Rockets where he set multiple school records,
including the single-game record for completions in a game with 27
against Bethlehem in 2021. Thomas More competes in the NCAA Di-
vision III Mid-South Conference. Pictured with Crider are his mother
Paja and father Allen.

Hear from
the signees
in a video
posted at
The Press’
YouTube
Channel

STAFF REPORT
Marion youth are one

step closer to getting a
new park playground.
Last week the City of

Marion Tourism, Recre-
ation and Convention
Bureau voted to accept
First United Bank’s 1.8
percent interest rate for
a five-year financing
plan to build a large
playground at Marion-
Crittenden County Park.
The tourism commis-

sion plans to install it
adjacent to the skate
park  on Old Morgan-
field Road. The commis-
sion expects to borrow
$100,000 and kick in
additional funds it has
on hand to purchase
commercial playground
equipment and a rub-
berized floor mat. 
One estimate being

considered is a 4,800-
square-foot play space.
Design elements are

being considered, and
Henry & Henry Trucking

Company has agreed to
pick up the equipment
at a minimal cost to
avoid expensive ship-
ping charges.
Four banks provided

financing bids, and the
tourism commission
chose the lowest.
In other business, the

commission:
•Approved an initial

request of $1,000 by
David Fritts to assist
with signage and other
expenses to help pro-
mote the Outlaw Off
Road racing event Fritts
is planning near his
Sugar Grove property
April 1. The racing series
draws up to 1,500 spec-
tators and has the po-
tential to attract
out-of-state visitors to
Marion businesses.
•Approved the $3,414

purchase of a Xerox
printer for the tourism
office from West Ken-
tucky Xero Graphics of
Benton.

•Reviewed current en-
tries for the third annual
Marion Disc Golf tour-
nament April 21. To
date, 28 individuals
have registered, over
half of whom are from
out of state.
•Confirmed the date

for a bow fishing tourna-
ment on May 14, which
will be headquartered at
Crittenden County Fair-
grounds.
•The commission has

also approved $500 for
promotion and basic
costs for Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park
Board to host an Ohio
Valley Collegiate Sum-
mer League baseball
game in June between
Paducah and Owens-
boro at Marion.
Marion’s tourism

funds are generated
from a three-percent
sales tax on ready-to-eat
food and overnight lodg-
ing sold inside the city
limits.

Tourism okays loan, funding
for playground, other events



STAFF REPORT
When it comes to re-

quests for renaming
county roads, county
leaders have been reluc-
tant to act.
Over the past several

years, there have been a
couple of official petitions
filed to rename county
roads and both have now
failed.
Last week, magistrates

voted 5-1 to keep the
name Workman Road on
a short spur off KY 502.
The family of the late
Steve Rogers, who had
lived there for many
years, asked the Critten-
den County Fiscal Court
in January to rename the
road for him. Rogers’
widow, Sherry, and
daughter, Heidi Martin,
filed the request. Martin
said there are 69 roads in
the county named for in-
dividuals. She said the
only other resident of the
road had agreed to the
change.
Magistrates, however,

pointed out that it would
be a potentially trouble-
some precedent to
change a road named for
one family to another. Al-
lowing roads to be re-
named upon personal

requests could lead to an
onslaught of changes
that would affect postal
delivery and emergency
response, county leaders
said.
Judge-Executive Perry

Newcom said residents
can petition to remove a
road from the county sys-
tem then rename it what-
ever they want, but
responsibility for road
maintenance would no
longer fall on county gov-
ernment. 
County Attorney Re-

becca Johnson said the
fiscal court has discre-
tionary power to change
road names. She pointed
out that a few years ago
there was a request de-
nied to change the name
of Forest Grove Road to
an individual’s name who
owned land along a large
stretch of the road in the
northern section if the
county.
•Magistrates opted to

forgo further study on a
countywide notification
service that would have
incorporated text mes-
sages to communicate to

residents and receive in-
formation from there.
The two-way system
would have allowed resi-
dents to notify county of-
ficials when roads were
damaged or otherwise
impassable for any rea-
son. It would have also
allowed for storm and
other emergency notifica-
tions to those who signed
up for the program. The
cost, at $5,000 annually,
was just too much magis-
trates said.
•Magistrates discussed

upcoming negotiations
between the Cave In Rock
Ferry service and Ken-
tucky Transportation of-
ficials. Judge Newcom
said he is concerned
whether proper commu-
nication exists between
the two sides and
whether good-faith nego-
tiations would be had.
The ferry contract has
been a point of con-
tention for the last few
years.
•Magistrates approved

purchasing a $47,292
battery-operated Jaws of
Life for the rescue squad.
A grant for $41,000 will
offset the purchase. Pan-
demic relief funds could
be used for the balance.

On Feb. 15, Crittenden Fam-
ily Court Judge Brandi H.
Rogers met with Crittenden
County School District admin-
istrators, including Director of
Pupil Personnel Diana Lusby,
representatives from Sanctu-
ary and Crittenden County At-
torney Rebecca Johnson. This
meeting was part of the ongo-
ing collaboration to identify,
educate and provide resources
to prevent and reduce inci-
dents of dating violence. 
February is National Dating

Violence Awareness and Pre-
vention Month. Roughly 72
percent of eighth and ninth
graders are in a dating rela-
tionship. According to the Na-
tional Domestic Violence
Hotline, an estimated 1-in-3
high school relationships in-
volve some sort of physical,
emotional or sexual abuse. Ap-
proximately two-thirds of teens
in an abusive relationship
never tell anyone about the
abuse. Nearly 4-out-of-5 girls

who have
been physi-
c a l l y
a b u s e d
continue to
date their
abuser.
“As a

prosecutor
it is trou-
bling to see
teens and
y o u n g
adults in
court as either victims or al-
leged perpetrators of domestic
violence,” said Johnson. “Edu-
cation of our young people is
key to helping them recognize
potential violent and unaccept-
able behavior.  Educational
projects, such as the one of-
fered by Sanctuary in partner-
ship with our schools, are
crucial in helping our young
people develop healthy rela-
tionships and in avoiding be-
haviors that could result in
court intervention.”

As a part of Judge Rogers’
fellowship with National Coun-
cil of Juvenile and Family
Court Judges (NCJFCJ), Judge
Rogers has been spearheading
an effort to create support and
provide resources to the local
school district to educate and
prevent dating violence. 
“Dating violence is directly

correlated to domestic violence
and violence against children
in the home. We see so much
in the courtroom that the focus
is to get upstream and inter-
vene sooner,” the judge said.
Heather Lancaster of Sanc-

tuary, Inc., a Hopkinsville-
based nine-county, non-profit
agency committed to providing
healing services to victims of
sexual assault and domestic
violence, relishes the opportu-
nity to work with leaders in
Crittenden County.
“Sanctuary, Inc. looks for-

ward to collaborating with local
partners to assist in promoting
a culture of healthy relation-

ships. Through education and
participation, violence preven-
tion is possible. We are appre-
ciative of the opportunity to
share our community-wide
services,” she said.
Crittenden County School

District will be distributing in-
formation, providing educa-
tion, both to staff and
students, about dating vio-
lence, and will have informa-
tion available on recognizing
the signs of dating violence. 

“I am extremely excited to
learn about the resources that
Sanctuary can provide for our
students, staff, and commu-
nity. We have many students
in Crittenden County who
come from abusive or neglect-
ful backgrounds and who have
no idea how to break the cycle
of abuse that sometimes has
been handed down for genera-
tions,” said Lusby. “We also see
more and more young teens
every year getting caught in the
trap of technology and social

media that can leave them vul-
nerable to bullying, harass-
ment, and other dangerous
repercussions. The services
that Sanctuary provides are
desperately needed here and
we are so thankful for the op-
portunity to partner with them
in order to better serve our stu-
dents and their families.” 
The project wants to remind

teens and adults there is help
available if you believe you, or
someone you know, may be the
victim of dating violence. 
Dating violence is not just

physical abuse. 
Hypercriticism, humiliation,

threats, isolation, verbal abuse
and other controlling behavior
are also signs of dating vio-
lence. Also, dating violence af-
fects both boys and girls.
Sanctuary has a hotline avail-
able 24 hours a day to assist
anyone, even anonymously,
with questions. Call 1-800-
766-0000. 
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Fiscal Court

Crittenden County Detention Center Census
LAST YR THIS MONTH

99.5
67.0
25.0
4.5

196.0
3.0
0.0
0.0

199.0

Monthly Avg.
$83,944.19
$122,783.02
$5,942.52
$22,320.00
$2,544.00
$768.00

$232,359.21

$8,080.00
252.50
32.0
8.45

Last Month
103
67
21
5

196
3
0
0

199

December 2021
$73,022.20
$133,690.16
$5,065.16
$22,860.00
$2,112.00
$960.00

$232,644.36

$10,496.00
328.00
$32.00
10.58

Feb. 17, 2022
96
67
29
4

196
3
0
0

199

January 2021
$94,866.18
$111,875.87
$6,819.87
$21,780.00
$2,976.00
$576.00

$232,074.05

$5,664.00
177.00
$32.00
6.32

JAIL CENSUS 
State Inmates
Federal Inmates
Other County Inmates
Critenden County Inmates
TOTAL INMATES
Weekenders
Work release
Out to Court
Actual Inmate Bed Count

Last Month REVENUE
State Housing Payments
Federal Housing Payments
Federal Transport Payments
Lyon Co. Housing Payments
Other County Housing Payments
Weekend/Work Release

TOTAL HOUSING

Last Month ANALYSIS
Cost of Crittenden Inmates
Numbers of Co. Housing Days
Daily Housing Rate
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION 
CENTER REPORT
FEBRUARY 17, 2022 

The Crittenden County
Detention Center report
is provided monthly to
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal
Court meetings. The in-
mate count was accu-
rate for the day the
report was created.

• Federal Inmates $49 Per diem
• State Inmates $31.34 Per diem
• Lyon County Inmates $36.00
• Other County Inmates $32.00

Magistrates approve 7 percent COLA pay raise
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County Fis-

cal Court approved a
cost-of-living pay increase
for non-constitutional
county officeholders.
By unanimous vote,

magistrates approved the
state’s COLA increase of
seven-percent. Last year’s
COLA adjustment was

1.4 percent. The signifi-
cant increase was driven
by inflation, county offi-
cials said.
All six magistrates, the

county attorney and as-
sistant county attorney,
coroner and assistant
coroner will all get the
cost-of-live wage adjust-
ment. Magistrate pay

went up just over $50 a
month. 
Salaries for the rest of

the county’s elected offi-
cials, including sheriff,
clerk, PVA and judge are
adjusted automatically
per Kentucky statute.
Those jobs will pay al-
most $6,000 a year more
based on the increase.

Magistrages choose to not make
change on Workman Road name

10 YEARS AGO
February 23, 2012
n Gov. Steve Beshear
was in Marion to dedicate
the new, improved U.S.
641 between Marion and
Fredonia.
n The Fohs Hall Ball
raised $12,000 for the up-
keep of the historic Marion
community center. The
event was comprised of
dinner, music by the Tem-
ple Airs of Evansville and
a live auction.
n Bobby Knox led Critten-
den scorers with 18 but
the Rockets came up short
in the first round of the 5th
District Tournament, falling
to Livingston Central 56-
49.
n The Lady Rockets
ended their season with a
61-32 loss to Livingston
Central. Chelsea Oliver led
CCHS scorers with 10.

25 YEARS AGO
February 27, 1997
n Frances Elementary
parents held an organiza-
tional session in advance
of the Crittenden County
Board of Education’s

planned meeting to dis-
cuss closing the rural
school with an enrollment
of 93 students.
n Zach Brantley and
Jesse Peek were county-
wide winners of the 1996
Conservation Essay Con-
test.
n Jami Tabor and Lee
Anna Porter scored 17
and 15, respectively, to lift
the Lady Rockets to a 52-
49 win over Lyon County
in its final game of the sea-
son.
n Crittenden’s boys won a
20-point decision over
Lyon County behind the
sharp shooting of Ryan
Perry with 20 and Jared
Champion, 19.
n All four Crittenden
County chess teams quali-
fied for state competition.
Top team members were:
CCHS’ Jonathan Kirk,
Matthew Foster, Rodney
Travis, Brad Tinsley;
CCMS’ Andrew Gobin,
Cameron Mayes, Lyndsey
Hall, Brian McCree; CCES’
Jason Guess, Jay Thomp-

son, Andy Hunt, Bradley
Hart; and primary Ben
Stamps, Jordan Wallace,
Wesley Hunt, Kirk Stone,
Grant Gilkey, Elizabeth
Guess, Tyler Watson, Brit-
tany Bay, Lucas Mayes
and Chris Elder.

50 YEARS AGO
February 24, 1972
n Curtis Turley scored 19
and Robert Rushing 16 to
lead the Rockets to victory
over Dawson Springs. The
following night, senior
Bennett Smith netted 44 in
a 53-56 win over Liv-
ingston Central.
n Future Homemakers of
America, led by Mrs.
Edgar Biggs, mapped out
its Heart Fund city can-
vass with the help of Gayle
Campbell and Sherry Tins-
ley. The Homemakers held
the annual Crittenden
County High School event
with help of Future Farm-
ers of America.

TAXES
Continued from page 1
began the process sev-
eral days ago.
The PVA can reduce

your tax burden you will
have when go to the
main floor of the court-
house to pay vehicle reg-
istration and taxes at the
county clerk's office.
Starting Monday, au-

tomobile values will have
been corrected automat-
ically and visiting the
PVA office will not be
necessary. Simply renew
at the county clerk’s of-
fice on the main floor of
the courthouse. 
Anyone who has al-

ready paid higher 2022
motor vehicle taxes will
have to wait a bit. They
will be mailed a refund
check by the Kentucky
Treasury by Aug. 15.
You will not have to re-
quest the refund. It will
come automatically.
Crittenden County

Clerk Daryl Tabor said
PVA Ronnie Heady and
his staff went the extra
mile this week and last
helping local residents
avoid the delay in getting
a discount or refund on
their vehicle expenses. 
"We greatly appreciate

Ronnie, Sherry and
Libby for working with
our office and taxpayers
to help reduce a few
headaches and save
hard-earned money,"
said Tabor. "That's just
another example of how
well our courthouse of-
fices work together."
Gov. Andy Beshear

last week signed an ex-
ecutive order that will go

into effect Monday to
stop an increase in vehi-
cle property taxes
caused by soaring used
car values. Kentucky’s
system for determining
auto values for tax pur-
poses has gone up about
40 percent this year.
The governor’s order

freezes appraised values
for vehicles at last year’s
rate through 2023.
“The property valua-

tion for the average
motor vehicle in Ken-

tucky rose from $8,006
to $11,162, in just one
year,” Beshear said.
“That abrupt change
warrants this action.”
The General Assembly

had also been moving a
bill through Frankfort
that would do the same
thing. Legislators had
said the governor had
the power to intervene
and do something about
the situation, so Beshear
acted before any new
legislation was approved.

210 S. Main St.   |  Marion  |  270-965-3001 

Switch to Block 
and save.

With 10 years’ average experience, our tax 
pros can help you get your biggest refund 
possible, guaranteed.

At H&R Block, we’ll match the price 
you paid someone else last year. 
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. $75 off

expert tax prep
Coupon code: 76340
The above is a paid advertisement and does not represent an endorsement 
by your company. Valid at participating U.S. o�ces for an original 2021 
personal income tax return for new clients only. Discount may not be combined 
with any other o�er or promotion. Void if transferred and where prohibited. 
Coupon must be presented prior to completion of initial tax interview. 
Minimum $125 tax prep charge required. Must bring in tax prep receipt from 
last year to qualify. A new client is an individual who did not use H&R Block or 
Block Advisors o�ce services to prepare his or her 2020 tax return. No cash 
value. Expires April 10, 2022. OBTP#B13696 ©2022 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Judge, school, others collaborate to fight teen dating abuse

Judge
Rogers

Frances School
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STAFF REPORT
Two women on oppo-

site sides of Crittenden
County were praying the
same prayer – for some-
thing to inspire and ig-
nite women in their
hometowns.

Shawna Sharp knew
God was calling her to do
something for the women
in the community, but
hadn’t figured out the
starting point. About the
same time, Teresa
Beavers ran across infor-
mation for a women’s
conference and pitched
the idea to Marion Bap-
tist pastor Aaron Brown
that Mexico and Marion
Baptist churches join
forces to host the simul-
cast March 4-5.

The rest, as they say is
history. 

The IF:2022 gathering
features 30 speakers and
breakout sessions dur-
ing a simulcast at Mar-
ion Baptist Church.

The aim of the event is
to gather women and
equip them to go and
make disciples. Friday
night’s session is from 6-

9:30 p.m., and Satur-
day’s sessions run from
9 a.m.-4 p.m. with free
lunch provided to partic-
ipants. The cost of the
two-day conference is
$10 per person.

“I am so thankful
Teresa Beavers reached
out to us suggesting that
Marion Baptist and Mex-
ico Baptist team up to-
gether,” Sharp said. “I
am grateful that we have
the opportunity to host a
non-denominat ional
event for women within
our community. Our goal
is to unite our efforts and
explore ways serve God.”

Beavers had been
searching for something
to affect change in Crit-
tenden and surrounding
counties when she read
about the IF:2022 con-
ference.

“That is what keeps
coming to mind – a group
of women can do more
than a single one,”
Beavers said. “I read
somewhere that out of
9,000 Crittenden County
residents, 7,000 are
unchurched. And if that

is true, we aren’t doing
our job to disciple, so
that is where this was
born.”

Beavers was familiar
with IF coordinator Jen-
nie Allen, and Sharp had
recently read her book,
“Get Out of Your Head,”
which detailed her ra-
tionale for starting the
women’s conference.

“If anyone has never
gone to a women’s con-
ference, they need to
know that they are so
much fun,” Beavers said.
“Jesus prayed in the gar-
den three times for our
unity and this is a good
chance for us as women
of faith come together in
faith no mater what
church we go to.”

The conference is de-
signed for ages 14 and
up. To date, individuals
representing 35 coun-
tries and all 50 states
have registered.

Visit either Marion
Baptist or Mexico Bap-
tist’s Facebook pages to
find the registration
links.

Women’s Conference March 4-5

Prayers on opposite ends
inspire Marion’s simulcast

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS
Officer John Shofner

recently spent National
School Resource Officer
Day doing what he loves
best – interacting with
students. 

Working with Critten-
den County High School
teacher Casey Evans, fa-
cilitator of the district’s
biomedical pathway,
Shofner created an out-
door crime scene in
alignment with Project
Lead The Way’s “Sher-
lock Bones,” part of the
curriculum’s Human
Body Systems course. 

Evans explained that
prior to the outdoor in-
vestigation, students
prepared inside the
classroom in order to ef-
fectively complete the ac-
tivity. Students used
mannequins to identify
all of the bones of the
body and skull. They
built a face onto their
mannequins, attaching
three muscles to bone
landmarks (temporalis,
orbicularis oris and or-
bicularis oculi).

“All of these hands-on
learning experiences al-
lowed students to learn
how bones create the
identity of a person,” said
Evans. “Now, they are
going to learn how they
can tell a story. They will
learn how the specific
structure of your bones
can hold information
about your sex, height,
age, health and ances-
try.”

To introduce the crime
scene, students were told
that a couple of joggers

who were running
through the park (the
wooded area behind the
school’s greenhouse) no-
ticed what appeared to
be a human skull stick-
ing out of a brush pile.
The students were called
in to investigate. 

At the site, students
were divided into four
teams for bone recovery,
photography, evidence
gatherers and scribes.
Using tools and forensic
investigation skills, the
recovery team worked to
delicately unearth the
bones. They learned that
the skull was not the
only bone found and pro-
ceeded to find a shallow
grave that surprisingly
revealed a second skull.
Evidence gatherers doc-
umented each piece of
evidence, marking and
bagging them for further
lab investigation. Scribes
worked to document key
details of each piece of
evidence discovered,
while photographers
took photos of the scene
from all angles, while
also photographing each
piece of evidence.
Shofner guided teams on
performing these roles.

“They have a great eye
for detail,” said Shofner.
“I’m very impressed at
the level at which they
performed their roles.”

Following the crime
scene investigation,
Evans said students took
the bones back to the
classroom lab to analyze
them. Working together,
they will eventually make
final determinations on

sex, height, ancestry and
age based on their re-
search and analysis.
They’ll then work as DNA
forensic analysts to eval-
uate DNA samples found
in the bones and com-
pare those unique DNA
fingerprints to known
missing persons. 

The entire process pro-
vides valuable skills and
lessons that span more
than just the biomedical
curriculum, Evans said.

“In addition to learn-
ing critical lab skills like
measuring, pipetting,
and gel electrophoresis
that will make them
competitive at any col-
lege or career they pur-
sue, they are learning to
think critically and col-
laborate with a team.” 

Sophomore Jeremiah
Foster said the experi-
ence will help him as he
considers a possible ca-
reer in sports medicine.
“This class prepares you
for the real world, where
you have to work for
what you have,” said
Foster. 

Evans agrees. 
“Biomedical students

will have an advantage in
any career they choose,”
she said, “whether it’s in
health sciences, foren-
sics, or another pathway
altogether. Students
have a hands-on learn-
ing experience that pro-
vides the critical
thinking, communica-
tion, leadership and
team work skills neces-
sary to be successful in
life and their careers.”

Students inves-
tigate a mock
crime scene on
the high school
campus under
the direction of
Resource Offi-
cer John
Shofner.

Students get hands on
forensic investigations

Offer available: Jan. 4 – Feb. 28
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SOUND
Continued from page 1
wanted to preserve. 

“We were able to retro-
fit some of the old (light-
ing) canister fixtures, so
that the warm, classic
style lighting was pre-
served,” said Lasley.

A single loudspeaker
mounted above center
stage pushes out more
than enough sound to fill
every corner of the audi-
torium. With the retrofit-
ted stage lights, 20 LED
lighting fixtures were
added, along with four
moving head lights. Quite
literally, the stage at Fohs
Hall has never been pre-
sented in this kind of
light before. The key to
the project was to bring
both systems up to date,
but preserve the aesthet-
ics of the room.  

Lasley, owner of Tele-
cast Communication of
Hodgenville, was con-
tracted last summer to
install the new system.
As most people have ex-
perienced over the past
two years with the pan-
demic and inflationary
pressures affecting sup-
ply chains, equipment
shortages have kept the
project from completely
crossing the finish line.
There are still a few
pieces that have yet to ar-
rive, but they should be
delivered and installed
sometime in March, com-
pleting the initial installa-
tion. 

The lack of materials

didn’t dampen the debut
and what the system was
capable of though. Many
of the Old Kentucky
Hayride show attendees
on Feb. 12 made note
about the clarity of the
new sound system, many
stating it’s the best
they’ve ever heard in the
building. 

“The clean, clear tone
makes you smile when
you listen to it, and it has
plenty of volume for any
act that may perform at
Fohs Hall,” Lasley said.
“The clarity of the PA in-
stallation is the best we
have ever heard.”  

Lasley was on hand for
the system’s maiden voy-
age earlier this month,
and was very pleased
with the system’s opera-
tion. 

The sound and light
system will be center
stage again very soon as
Fohs Hall hosts “Into the
Woods” on April 29-30,
which will be the commu-
nity’s first theatrical per-
formance since the
upgrade. The play, di-
rected by Michelle Crider,
was supposed to have
taken place in the spring
of 2020, but was delayed
because of COVID-19.     

While the monetary
goal is getting close to ful-
fillment thanks to a
$10,000 contribution last
week by Crittenden
County local government,
the project still has a way
to go before being consid-
ered finished.  

More microphones, ca-
bles and associated items

are next to be purchased
to add to what is already
there. When the work
order is done everything
needed to put together a
complete show will be lo-
cated within Fohs Hall
without visiting artists
needing to bring along
anything extra. 

“There is so much you
can do with the system,
like running it off of an
iPad,” said Kent Wilcox of
Marion. “It will be great
for live music and plays.”

Wilcox was conspicu-
ously moving around the
auditorium during the
Old Kentucky Hayride,
adjusting sound levels
from various places in
the room with help from
his portable electronic
tablet. Wilcox is one of
the volunteers who is
learning to operate the
new sound and light sys-
tem.

There is certainly no
question that a project of
this caliber has taken
Fohs Hall to the next level
as a performing arts
venue. With this phase
nearing completion, an
interactive website is in
the works, which will pro-
vide people with the op-
portunity to buy tickets
online to events at Fohs
Hall, providing the oppor-
tunity to reach an audi-
ence the venue has never
touched. It’s safe to say
things are just getting
started, and the sky is
the limit for what Fohs
Hall has to offer our com-
munity and region.  

County COVID rate
drops significantly

Crittenden County’s
seven-day COVID-19 pos-
itivity rate has fallen dra-
matically over the past
few days. For the first
time in weeks, the county
is no longer in the Red
Zone on the state’s online
pandemic map.

During the seven-day
period that ended Mon-
day, Crittenden had seen
just 18 cases of the virus.
Earlier this month, the
county was averaging well
over 60 cases per week.

Across Kentucky, simi-
lar results are being seen
as 21 counties have now
dropped out of the Red. A
couple of weeks ago, all
120 counties had inci-
dence rates that put them
in the Red Zone. Most of
those no longer in the Red
are in western Kentucky
where 11 counties are in
the Orange Zone and two
in Yellow. Crittenden is in
Orange.




